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“Freedom of religion is a cornerstone of the American project.”

Religious faith was an essential component of the American Founders’ 

understanding of liberty. They also understood that religious freedom 

was a fundamental right to be protected in a free society, and recognized 

that religion plays a vital role in forming the virtues essential to a free and 

limited government. 

This volume in the Understanding America series discusses how religious 

liberty shapes American public life and why it is critical to peace and 

freedom around the world.
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